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PsAl. Kili. 11. 

But the King ſhall rejoyce in God; 
every one that ſweareth by him 
ſhall glory: but the month of them 
that ſpeak hes ſhall be ſtopped. 


HE great and glorious Solemnity 
of the laſt week hath affected every 
loyal ſubject with uncommon joy: 
To ſee the Proteſtant Succeſſion, not only 
beginning to take place after many fears of 
the contrary, which was the caſe at the ac- 
ceſſion of his late Majeſty of ever bleſſed 
memory ; but ſo firmly rooted, that his 
demiſe makes not the leaſt convulſion in 
the State. The Sceptre is regularly, peacc- 
ably, and with univerſal acclamations placed 
in the hand of his Royal Son ; every thing 
remaining in the ſame happy ſituation, as 
if there had been no ſuch change. The 
King hath given the moſt ſolemn aſſurances 
to his people of a legal and gracious go- 
vernment: And they have either paid, or 
1 ſnewn 
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ſhewn a readineſs to pay, all dutiful alle: ſevera 
giance to him. They have been gladned at tha 
with the pleaſing ſmiles of their common | baniſh 
Father, and animated to hope for a long MW dange 
enjoyment of pretent happineſs from the MW what 
health and vigour of the Royal counten. intend 
ance. A Proteſtant Queen, at once the de. MW Saul, 
light of his Majeſty and the darling of the MW Haret 
people, heightens the pleaſure of every lover 
of his religion, and added a luſtre to the ¶ Ziph, 
day which none alive ever ſaw before, cx. MW from. 
cept in the moſt excellent Conſort of the ¶ poſſeſſ 
glorious WILLIAM, whoſe legacy the Pro- were , 
reſtant Succeſſion is. And to complete the wilder 


tranſport of Brizzfh hearts, a numerous In v 
Iſſue of this Royal Pair attend, as the hope Wl retreat 
of future times and of every Proteſtant a livel 
country. frame. 
Certainly ſo pleaſing a a view of the pub. lo gre 
lick welfare calls for our religious notice Wl upperr 
and improvement. For that purpoſe I have WF loſs of 
choſen the words of David in the text, to There! 


be the ſubje& of preſent meditation. carneſt 

Indeed, when David compoſed this tuary 
Plalm, he and his faithful adherents were that, l 
in very different ' circumſtances from ours fore e 
at preſent. David was then in a low and reſt in 
diſtreſſed condition. The title is, 4 P/ain Wl praiſe 
of David, when he was in the wilderneſs ¶ collect 
, It appears from that, 1 from merly 
cyeral 


[657] 
ſeveral paſſages of the Pſalm, that he was 
at that time forced to fly from his enemies, 
baniſhed from Feruſalem, and in viſible 
danger of his life. It is more doubtful, 


| what reſidence of his in the wilderneſs is 
intended. 


| Saul, we find him once in the foreſt of 


In the time of his flight from 


Hareth in the land of Judah, 1 Sam. xxii. 


| 15. And afterwards in the wilderneſs of 


Ziph, 1 Sam. xxiii. 5. And in his flight 


| from Abſalom many years after his aQtual 
| poſſeſſion of the crown, he and his friends 


| were Hungry and weary and thirſty m the 


wilderneſs, 2 Sam. xvii. 29. 
In which ſoever of theſe uncomfortable 
retreats the Pſalmiſt then was, the Pſalm is 


| a lively expreſſion of his pious and devour 
frame. 
| lo great, that a ſeparation from that was 


His love to the houſe of God was 


uppermoſt in his thoughts, even above the 
lols of a kingdom, or the hazard of life. 
Therefore he begins with expreſling his 
carneſt deſire of a reſtoration to the ſanc- 
tuary Ver. I, 2. But in his abſence from 
that, he had not loſt his God : And there- 


fore even then could triumph in his inte— 


reſt in him, and had his ſoul in tune for 


| praiſe in a wilderneſs, ver. 3,---6. He rc- 


collected the divine aſſiſtances he had for- 
merly deres and his preſent ſupports; 
and 
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and animated. himſelf by them (till to truſt 
in God, ver. 7, 8. And then by a ſpirit of 
prophecy, was able to riſe up to a triumph 
over all his formidable enemies. He fore- 
tells their ſhame and ruin, vey. 9, 10. But 
thoſe that ſeek my ſoul to deſtroy it, who 
arc . endeavouring to take away my life, 
ſhall go down to the lower parts of the 
earth. They ſhall loſe their own lives, in- 
ſtead of taking away mine: They ſhall fall 
by the ſword, either in the field of battle, 
or by the ſword of juſtice : They ſhall be a 
portion for foxes, Either their carcaſes ſhall 
become a prey to the wild beaſts, or their 
houſes an habitation for them. | 
I,! he text expreſſes the conſequence of all 
this; to Dawid and to his friends on the 
one hand; and to his treacherous enemies 
on the other. But the King ſhall rejoyce 
in God; every one that ſweareth by him 
ſhall glory: but the mouth of them that ſpeak 
lies ſhall be ſtopped. This ſhould be the 
iſſue of that eſtabliſhment of his throne, 
which he expected and forcſaw. | 
For himſelf; The King ſhall rejoyce in 
God. In the dark clouds which now hung 


over him, he forcſaw a bright day of ſuc- 
ceſs and ſettlement arifing: And he re- 

ſolved, that God ſhould have the honour 
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t of all his joy, and receive the juſt tribute 
of of his affections and ſolemn praiſes. 
h All his good and faithful friends would 
e- join with him. Every one, that ſweareth 
by him, ſhall glory. Some underſtand Da- 
vid by the relative term, Him; and ſome 


e, W God. Thoſe who are for the former ſenſe, 
e read the paſſage thus; Every one that ſwear- 
n- WW etþ TO him. Every one that hath given 
all WM © him the. ſecurity of an oath for his al- 
lc, WH © legiance ; (which ſubjects were uſed to 
24 (do of old, as well as now;) and who 
all WF © hath done this with an honeſt mind, in- 
eit „ tending as he ſpake, that is in other 

« words, who is in truth a loyal ſubject; 
all he will bear his part in the joy of it, 
the and in thankfulneſs to God for it.” O- 
wes Wil thers refer Him to God; in whom, it is 
ee WR fad juſt before, that the King ſhould re- 
in ¶ joyce. So the phraſe may be underſtood 
* as a general deſcription of a worſhipper of 
the 


tie true God, in oppoſition to idols. Swear- 
Nc, ug is a part of religious worſhip, and ſo a 
part may be put here for the whole. So 

in ¶ the meaning will bez *All hearty 1ſraelres, 
ung “ho love the true religion, and are zea- 
ſuc- “ lous for it, will rejoyce in the advance- 
re-“ ment and eſtabliſhment of a ſure friend 
10ur W* of that religion over them.” But I think 
of ¶ they have moſt fully expreſſed the ſenſe oe 
this 


E 


this paſſage, who underſtand it particularly 


His p 
of an oath of fidelity to the King, but lay Mad 
the emphaſis upon the religious nature of Nach cit 


an oath, and people's conſcientious regard 
to it. As if the Pſalmiſt had ſaid, © Every 
c man, who rcligiouſly and honeſtly hath 
ce plighted his allegiance to me, as in the 
« ſight of God, with an awful ſenſe upon 
ce his mind of the obligation of an oath; 
« every man, who feareth God, and re- 
« gardeth an oath, in which God is ſo- 
« lemnly appealed to; will heartily rejoyce | 
4 in the cſtabliſhment of the throne of 2 
© Prince, to whom he hath ſworn (ſuch 
ce allegiance, _ 87 4 

For others it follows, The mouth of then 
| that ſpeak lies ſhall be ſtopped. Either, he 
would exert his power, when poſſeſſed of 
it, to reſtrain ſuch publick nuſances: Or 
more generally, he concludes that his ene. 
mies, who had carried on their oppoſition 
to him by miſrepreſentations of his actions, 
ſhould find their calumnies confuted and fi- 
lenced in the courſe of his government: 
Or, if they ſhould aſſume the diſguiſe of 
triend{hip by profeſſions of loyalty, while 
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their hearts were engaged another way; Win the | 
they would be found out, and diſabled from {upon h 
purſuing their treacherous and malicious Meaſe an 
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His Bj 
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His preſent Majeſty's inauguration as our 
Sovereign is, thanks be to God, without 
ſuch circumſtances of diſtreſs preceding it. 


ard Nut for that very reaſon the effect of his 
ery Npeaceable acceſſion ſhould in all the parts 
ath Nof it more fully come up to David's re- 
che Nolution and cxpeQation. I ſhall there— 
pon Wherefore conſider it in the ſeveral branches; 
th; Nad then make a proper application. 

re- 4 

(0- J. A good King upon the eſtabliſhment 
yce Nef his throne, will himſelf rejoyce in God. 
F a t cannot in itſelf be matter of joy to 


Prince, who deſires to be a common be- 
nefactor, to arrive at a ſettled government 
in that way wherein David here was ex- 
petting it, namely, upon the ruin and de- 
truction which rebellious ſubjects bring up- 


ales be unavoidable: And then a gene- 


linder a juſt ſatisfaction in the eſtabliſhment 
d. Hof the publick tranquillity, tho' by a ne- 
cnt: Wceſlary vengeance on thoſe who endeavour- 
e of Wed to diſturb it. But much rather would a 
hile Neracious Prince have his throne eſtabliſhed 
ay n the hearts of all his ſubjects, and enter 
rom upon his government with their univerſal 
10U5 N eaſe and joy. 


His B And 


on themſelves. This indeed may in ſome 


tous compaſſion cannot and ought not to 
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And he will chiefly rejoyce in God upon 

ſuch an occalion, Whatever ſome ſelf. MW view t 
ſufficicnt Politicians may ſuggeſt, religion MW pleaſur 
is one of the brighteſt ornaments and bei ¶ tion W 
qualifications of a Prince. This will mot look d 
effectually ſecure the diſcharge of his duty ple as 
to his ſubjects; as the ſame principle wil Hund rel 
moſt firmly retain them in due ſubjection. Nauſe h 
And how high ſocver Sovereigns are raiſed ]Wpgratific: 
above their people, it is no degrading of er him 
themſelves to pay as ſubmiſſive a homage Ing, tc 
to the King of Kings, as the meaneſt man ; a 
breathing. David was as illuſtrious a Mignity 
pattern of picty, as any upon ſacred re. iſ'1ged « 
cord. So he appears to be in this inſtance, Me 4 
as well as in others. When his ou C 
throne was eſtabliſhed, the King would re AR. xii 
Joyce in God. And 
The main reaſons of a good King's ohe (ett! 

in ſuch a caſe, are, the indication given enn th 
thereby of divine favour, and the oppor-WFÞ® alcril 
tunity for doing more extenſive good. An ha 
religious Prince will be chiefly concerned man Ki 
to ſecure God on his ſide; more ſollicitous Jution i 
for that, than even to maintain promising bis th 
alliances, and to ſecure the moſt conſide ie thr: 
rable Potentates around him in his intereſt t 
And therefore he will take a peculiar ſr 27 
tisfattion in the favourable appearances oi en 4 
providence for the ſettlement of his g0- withhel, 


vernment! 


L114 
on vernment: And this with ſtill a farthet 
1c Niew to the welfare of mankind. - The 
on pleaſure he takes in his more exalted ſta- 
<> MWtion will not merely be, becauſe he can 
of look down from thence upon other peo- 
uty ple as his inferiors, and receive homage 
vill hand reſpect from all around him; or be- 
cauſe he hath a larger opportunity ſor the 


7 gratifications of ſenſe. But he will conſi- 
of Wider himſelf as intended for a publick bleſ- 
e lng, to be 4 miniſter of God to men for 


rd; and principally value his power and 
dignity above other people, as a more en- 
aged capacity for extenſive uſefulneſs, to 
ſerve his generation according to the will 
of God; as is ſaid of the King in the text, 
Acf. xlii. 3 6. HP 

And one main expreſſion of his joy upon 
the ſettlement of his affairs, will be in ſo- 
lemn thankfulneſs ro God. His care will be 
to aſcribe the honour of all to God. No 
man hath more ſignalized himſelf for this 


man 
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own 


2 


8 joy 
given 
ppor: 
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erneal ban King David, according to his reſo- 
citou tion in the text. The rwenty firſt Plalm 
niſing bis thank (giving for his advancement to 
aide e throne. The king ſhall joy in thy 
creſts H ength, O Lord; and in thy ſalvation 


jar {4 


00 greatly ſhall he refoyce £ Thou haſt 


ven him his heart's deſire, and haſt not 


ces offi les 
is go ithheld the requeſt of his lips. For thou 
ment! Ba Pere venteſt 
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preventeſt him with the bleſſings of good 


neſs ; thou ſetteſt a crown of pure gold 10. 
tr asked life of a 


on his head. 


thou gaveſt it him, even length of days jy 
ever and ever, His glory is pw in th 


ſalvation, honour and majeſty 


aft thou lait 


rb him. — For the king truſteth in the 


ord, and through the mercy 
High he ſhall not be moved. 


ſtrains abound in many of 


of the Mi 
Like pious 
his Pſalms, 


There was ſcarce an eminent victory he 


obtained, but he paid the tribute of a ſong 


to God, which was ſung to 


praiſe in the congregation. If he was (or- 


rowful, God ſhould receive 


prayers; and if he was joyful, his lively 
praiſes. This would be a happy world, it 
all kings were thus devoutly fixed. 


II. When a good King is eſtabliſhed in 
his throne, every faithful ſubject will hear- 


tily concur in the joy and the 


very one that ſweareth [by him will glory 
All pious men, who conſcientiouſly prelerit 
their loyalty, and dare not violate their ſo 
lemn oath to God, will chearfully beat: 


part in the gladneſs and thank 
ſuch an occaſion. 


Ihe Pfalmiſt doth not expreſs ſo muc 
as a ſuppoſition here, that there were me 
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the divine 


his feryent 
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2-1 
of ſuch profligate conſciences, as to take 
an oath which was the very reverſe of their 
ſentiments 3 who ſwore fidelity to him by 
the awful name of God, while at the ſame 
time they meant their allegiance to ano- 
ther: Or that any of his ſubjects were ſo 
abandoned from all fear of God, as to ven- 
ture upon the moſt ſacred aſſurances of at- 
tachment to David's intereſts, only to qua- 
lify themſelves to paſs for good ſubjects, 
that they might purſue the intereſts of a ri- 
val with leſs ſuſpicion. This ſort of men 
is the produce of later times. He ſeems to 
ſuppoſe it a ſufficient character of a loyal 
ſubject, to deſcribe him as one who had 


ſworn to him by God. Every one, who 


had done this, would glory in his ſucceſ- 
ſes. He ſuppoſes them to have ſworn con- 
ſcientiouſly, to have really deſigned what 
they expreſſed, and to reſolve upon the 
performance of what they had ſworn; and 
that thereupon they would ſhew a temper 
of mind ſuirable to his intereſts, that they 
would glory and triumph in the peaceable 
ſettlement of his government. And this 
is reaſonably to be expected. For, 

1. It may be hoped, that all faithful ſub- 
jects will be made to find their own ac- 
count one way er another in the govern- 
ment of a good Prince. That he will be 
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ready to redreſs any of their reel grievan. 
ces, and impartially promote their com- 
mon intereſt. It is probable, that David 
in the text might have this in his view; 
not only to intimate what he expected from 
the good diſpoſition of his honeſt ſubjects; 
but what he def gned for them alſo, that 
they ſhould have ſome ſhare in the benefit 
of his exaltation; that upon his acceſſion 
to the throne he would contribute what he 
could to the general joy of all thoſe who 
firmly adhercd to the intereſts of him and 
his family. And it muſt be owned, if Da. 
vid treated them in this manner, it would 
make their joy more complete, and his 
character more illuſtrions. But yet farther, 
2. All the faithful ſubjects of a good 
Prince, will rejoyce in the eſtabliſhment 
of his government, even tho' they ſhould 
Not ſhare in all the benefit of it, which 
they might reaſonably expect. They can- 
not diſcharge themſelves of their allegiance, 
or act contrary to their oaths, as long as 
the general ends of government are ob- 
ſerved, and their princes are miniſters of 
God for good, even tho' they ſhould not 
do all the good that they might. They 
will rejoyce in the general good of the 
community, tho' others *ſhould enjoy all 
the rewards of it. They will not ſullenly 
l omit 
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L ] 
omit thankfulneſs for the enjoyment of the 
true religion, for preſervation from thoſe 
| whole tender mercies are cruelty, and for 
tue ſhare they have in the publick tranquil- 
lity, tho all things ſhould not be accord- 
ing to their mind. No; every conſcien- 
| tious man, Who fears God and regards an 


| ences of a good government, diffuſing 
| themſelves more generally through the 
| community, tho' he in ſome reſpects ſhould 
| fill continue a ſufferer. It is indeed a ſelf- 
denying leſſon, but what good men can 
| practiſe by the grace of God; that as long 
25 the intereſts of a good Sovereign are 
promoted, and the welfare of his country 
and the ſecurity of true religion are pro- 
vided for, they can ſay with Mephibofſheth 


| the entire ſuppreſſion of Ab/aloms rebelli- 
on; 2 Sam. xix. 30. Let Ziba take all, 
foraſinuch as my Lord the King is come a- 
gain in peace unto his own houſe. 


III. It may be farther hoped upon the 
happy and peaceable ſettlement of a good 
Prince in his government, that the auth 
of them that ſpeak, lies will be ſtopped. 

One of the greateſt miſchiefs to any go- 
vernment, is the ſpreading of vile calum- 

nies 


| oath, will rejoyce in the beneficial influ- 


upon David's return to Fernſalem, and 
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nies to alienate the minds of the people 
from it. And yet this is the uſual policy 
of deſigning men, whenever they would 
diſturb the publick peace. Nor is the beſt 
government in the world exempt from 
this danger. As long as there are ambiti- 
ous men, who are not gratified according 
to their aſpiring inclinations, and men at- 
tached to other intereſts different from 
thoſe of their country, to invent falſe re- 
ports, to ſuggeſt crafty inſinuations, or to 
make unjuſt aggravations of real miſtakes 

with art and cunning; there will be other 
people weak or wicked enough to receive 
the impreſſion, and then to ſpread the in- 
fection: And by theſe means popular diſ- 


contents are created, and ſometimes the 


moſt dangerous conſequences inſue. 

In all ages calumny hath gone farther 
than any thing elſe to the diſturbance of 
government. How refined was that of 
Abſalom againſt David, when he firſt took 
it into his head to be a pretender to the 
crown? 2 Jam. xv. 2,--5. He roſe up ear. 


ly, and ftood beſide the way of the gate; 


and it was fo, that when any man that 


had a controverſy came to the king for judg- 


ment, then Abſalom called unto him, and 


faid, Of what city art thou? And he 
ſaid, thy ſervant is of one of the tr 
22411 Iſrael. 
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| Iſrael. And Abſalom ſaid unto him, See, 
| thy matters are good and right; but there 
is no man deputed by the king to hear thee. 
| Abſalom ſaid moreover, Oh that I were 
nade judge in the land, that every man, 
which hath auy ſort of cauſe, might come 


lunto me, and I would do him juſtice. And 
lit was ſo, that when any man came nigh. 
to him to do him obeiſauce, he put 
bis hand, and took him, and kiſſed him. 


forth 


Here was all obſequious condeſcenſion to 
recommend himſelf to them: And falſe in- 
ſſauations of the King's neglecting his du- 
ty, for no doubt he had proper officers of 
liaſtice, But muſt not Abſalom be belicv- 
ed, when he told them there were none? 
Then their cauſe was pronounced good 
at all adventures; and for certain, they 


tought, this muſt be a good judge, ſince. 


he judged in their favour. By this time 
mey were prepared to receive his inſinua-— 
tions for himſelf, that if he had power, 
he would amend all that was amiſs. When 
they went away, no doubt the many peo- 
ple, who had been thus poiſoned, would 
be ſpreading the diſcontent at the King a— 
mong their neighbours, and prompting 
them to good inclinations for Abſalom. 
And ſo, as one would expect, Abſalom 
ole the hearts of the men of Iſrael, ver. 6. 
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And matters were ripened into a rebel. 
lion. 

The ſame ſpirit of calumny appeared af. 
ter the acceſſion of his late Majeſty. Ma. 
ny pcople of figure were ODNOxX1Ous tor 
what they had done before, and they en- 
deavoured at the beginning of his govern. 
ment to talk it out of reputation. Others 
were diſappointed of their expectations, 
and they ſpirited up a diſcontent in great 
numbers againſt the King and the Royal 
Family. And too many of thoſe, who 
had the opportunity to be public inſtruc. 
tors, propagated ſlander and inſtilled je 
louſies into the people. So calumny in- 
ſinuated itſelf into the minds of many, 
and wrought them up into a daring rebel 
lion. 

Thanks be to God, this lying ſpirit is not 
_ arriv'd at ſuch outrage ſince his preſent Me. 
jeſty's aſcer <p the Throne. But none can 
be inſenſible, that it is ſtrongly working; K 
not expreſly againſt the King, yet in the eb 
obnoxious way, by the molt virulent ke 
fletions on thoſe who have been in the 
moſt entire confidence of himſelf and h 
Royal Father. 

But the ſettlement of a good govern 
ment gives ground to hope, that detradt 
gn and malicious inſinuation will-ſoon b 
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ſilenced, or at leaſt not be ſuffered to pro- 
ceed to any pernicious conſequences. 

I mean not only, by the exertion of the 
juſt power of the government to ſuppreſs 
and puniſh abuſes. How far that is fit to 
be uſed, 1s not my province to cnquire. 
pretend to ſay no more than may be ho- 


| ped for from the nature of things, and the 
| ordinary meaſures of providence. 


In the nature of things there is room 


to expect, when a perſon of princely vir- 
tues is eſtabliſhed in his throne, that juſt 
and great occaſions of complaint will be 


carefully avoided ; that the good of the 
people will appear to be the prevailing 
deſign of the adminiſtration, and that 
the laws of the community will be attend- 
ed to as the rule of conduct. Then the 
honeſt part of a nation will not eaſily or 
generally admit the impreſſions of calum- 
ny, againſt plain fecling and experience. 
Falſe inſinuations given out in that caſe, 
if they expire not as ſoon as born, yet 
can hardly be long lived: At leaſt it may 
be hoped, that few will run the venture 
of the laws againſt diſturbers of the go- 
vernment, ſo as to carry things to extre- 
mity. And frequently upon the ill ſucceſs 
of calumny, the inventors arc wearied 
out: and content to be quiet, becauſe 

be WS 5 they 
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they can do no miſchicf; and ſometimes, 
which indeed is the more deſircable illue, 
they are tecovered to repentance and a 
better mind. 

But beſide this; the providence of God, 
which takes a peculiar care of communi— 
ties in this world, doth not uſually ſuffer 
the publick peace and ſettlement of ſocie. 
ties to be overturned, and the good inten- 
tion of governors to be entirely defeated, 
when theſe are attacked only by falle tion w 
and fraudulent pretences. And therefore, Wt (ce ſuc 
while the common good is ſincerely pur- ¶ poſſeſli 
ſued, both ſupreme governors, and thoſe Wl age of 
in authority under them, may cheartully tire Ca 
rely on the interpoſals of providence, cither ¶ vcrnm 
to ſilence them that ſpeak lies, or to deaden Bi A Roy 
all their force and pernicious influence. with et 
And now for application of this ſubject. Wl rac v 

1. I doubt not, but that all you my tion C 
auditors prevent me in the exhortation, Wl towarc 
which would naturally be the firſt from the While 
paſt diſcourſe: I mean, that we ſhould re. Wl to acc 
Joyce in our preſent happy ſettlement. None ¶ pence 
among its, 1 apprehend, have ever been ful- this a 
pected, and I hope none ever will be, of Wiruc r. 
diſaffection or even coolneſs to the preſent Idle of 
Royal Family. We have always eſteemed {Wi th 
it the great bulwark under God of the pro- 
teltant religion throughout Europe, as well 
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s, as in theſe kingdoms. With chearfulneſs 
c, we vicw a Son ſucceeding his Father, not 
a W only in his throne, but in his wiſe and juſt 
| meaſures 5 poſſeſſed of the ſame ſpirit of 


d, government; and ſeeking, like his Royal 
i: progenitor, the good of all his people; e- 
cr I qually reſolute in the maintenance of our 


religion and liberties; eaſy of acceſs to all 


n- his ſubjects, and determined to grant his 
ec, ¶ protection to all of them without diſtinc- 
lſe tion who are peaccable and loyal. We 
re, Wh {ce ſuch a Prince put into full and legal 
ur- poſſeſſion of the ſupreme power, at an 
oſe ge of mature experience, and yet of en- 
tire capacity to manage the reins of go— 
her Vernment with all vigour and firmneſs. 
icn A Royal Conſort at the ſame time ſhines 
Ry with the luſtre of every princely and pri- 
ct, ue virtue, diffuſing from the higheft ſta- 
my ton of life the moſt hopeful influences 
on, toward the reformation of a vicious age: 
the While the memory of her brave refuſal 
e- do accept the Imperial Alliance at the ex- 
one bence of a good conſcience, may inſpire 
ful- is age of indifference with a zeal for 
, of ue religion; like the celebrated exam- 
(cnt ole of Moſes, when he refuſed to be cal- 
ned Wi the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter. 
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Such bleſſings in preſent poſſeſſion a, 


cite a joy unfeigned in every ſincere friend 


of religion and liberty. One thing ſeemed 
to depreſs our gladneſs ſince the glorious 
Revolution, till the Tanover- Succeſſion 
took place; that providence denied us the 
proſpect of a direct line of princes to tran(: 
mit our happineſs to poſterity. But we 
have now the additional pleaſure, as far as 


we can depend upon any thing on earth, 


to ſee a numerous race training up un. 
der the carc of their Royal Parents, and 


imbarked by intereſt in the ſame Revolu- 


tion-cauſe, to be, we hope, the Joy of many 
generations. FH, 

I know you are all before-hand with my 
exhortation to rejoyce in theſe things, 
But poſſibly there may be more occaſion 
for another advice, 

2. To be very careful, that your Joy and 


glorying, in this ſtate of our affairs, be in 


God. That it be not the mere tranſport of 
a natural paſſion, but holincſs to the Lord 
be written upon it. 

Let us principally aſcribe the glory of 


our happy circumſtances to his powerful 


protection and ſovereign goodneſs. Hc is 
the great governor among the nations, and 
peculiarly claims to have his providence 
acknowledged in the diſpoſal of the affairs 
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of ſtates and kingdoms; as changing the 
times and ſeaſons, removing kings and ſet- 
ting up kings; as giving wiſdom unto the 
wiſe, and knowledge to them that know 


| underſtanding. The ſafety of good Princes, 


while they continue in the ſervice of their 
generation, is chiefly owing to this, that 
God compaſſeth them about with his fa- 


| Tour AS with A ſhield. And when their 


work is finiſhed, and they reſt from their 


| Jabours ; if ſucceſſors of like ſpirit and fur- 
| niture enter peaceably into their labours, 
the King eternal juſtly expects the acknow- 
ledgment of his goodneſs by a happy peo- 


ple. They ſhould ſay, as in 1 Kings x. 9. 


Becauſe the Lord loved Iſrael for ever, 


therefore made he thee king, to do judgment 


| and juſtice. Divine goodneſs is the more 


conſpicuous in our caſe, becauſe of the 


uncommon irreligion and viciouſncſs of 


the age; and that, after the great deliver- 
ances of the Revolution and the commence- 
ment of the Proteſtant Succeſſion. How 
naturally might we have feared a very dit- 
ferent courſe of divine procedure! like that, 
of which Egrra expreſſeth his apprchenſion 
in the caſe of the Fews upon their return 
from capthvity, Egra ix. 13, 14. That ſee- 
ng God had given us ſuch deliverance, if 
again we broke bis commandments, he would 


Have 
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have been angry with us, till he had con 
But notwithſtanding all, the 
proteſtant entail is yet in ſovereign mercy 
continued, under the protection of a ſtrong 
providence. Not unto us, not unto us, 0 
Lord, but unto thy name be the praiſe. 
But to make our joy truly religious, we 
muſt not reſt here; but proceed to enquire, 
what we ſhall render to God for theſe be- 
nefits? And ſhould not his goodneſs lead 
#s all to repentance? It is very baſe and 
diſingenuous to rebel againſt a kind and a 
gracious Prince; and much more to per. 
ſiſt in provoking the God of heaven, who 
continues to raiſe us up fuch Princes, and 
to beſtow innumerable other bleflings. 
While we are allowed to lead quiet and 
peaceable lives under ſuch a King, certainly 
they ſhould be conducted in all godlineſs 
and honeſty, 1 Tim. ii. 2. Our praiſes mult 
be lifeleſs and unacceptable things, if they 
are not attended with the reformation of 
our lives, and the beſt endeavours we can 
uſe to amend all within our influence. 
The advantages, that we glory in, as 
ſecured to us by the eſtabliſhment of a 
proteſtant government, ſhould be conſcicn- 
tiouſly improved agrceably to their nature 
and tendency. This will be rcjoycing in 
God, Me joy in the free uſe of our bibles; 
- the 
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And the oath of God, 


e 

the liberty of our conſciences, and the un- 
| diſturbed: opportunities of publick worſhip, 
as ſome of the happy fruits of the preſent 
ſettlement. But how vain is the pretence 
of value for theſe things, if our bibles ſhould 
be ſuffered to lie as a neglected book! if 
ve are remiſs in attendance upon ſeaſons 
of worſhip ! or if we learn not to ſerve 
| God in ſpirit and truth, and are not form- 
ed to a divine likeneſs! if we are not bet- 
ter in frame and converſation, than thoſe 
who are deſtitute of theſe advantages! We 
profeſs a high regard for civil liberty, and 
a ſtrong zeal for the government, as it un- 
| dertakes the defence of it. 
avail will this be to us or to the commu— 
nity or to the honour of God, if we im- 
prove not our liberties and properties to 
| (crve the intereſts of religion and the wel- 
ſare of our fellow creatures! 5 
| 3. We ſhould pay all dutiful regards to 
thoſe in authority, and to all our tellow- 
ſubjects. | „ | 
The King, in whom and with whom we 
rejoyce, ſhould receive all chearful ſubjec- 
tion from us in our ſeveral - ſtations 3 not 
| ouly for wrath, but for conſcience ſake. 
Thole two precepts ſtand nearly connected, 
Fear Cod, Honour the King, 1 Pet. il. 17. 
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of us, ſhould. be often and ſeriouſly re- Tha 


membred. It will, ill become us to give nur 
in to any ſeditious and malicious whiſpen min 
or eaſily to become murmurers againſt the may 
adminiſtration. Inſtead of that, while the go 
general intereſt is purſued, there ſhould be Tha 
a. zeal, to quaſh, and ſilence every riſing and 
flander ; and an endeavour in every Joya his 
ſubject by all the means in his power, that Iſra 
the crown may ſit light on the head of und 
him that wears it. Every ſubject ſhould we 
think, that the weight of government i hati 
great enough in it ſelf, and. needs not the hapf 
addition of froward ſpirits to encreaſe it, the 
The wcll-wiſhers of the publick will there. they 
fore do all they can, that the adminiſ. WW ret 
tion may go ſmoothly. on, by ſpeaking ho. "A 
nourably of it when there is no evidence of WF very 
ill intention; and by their votes, as they 4s it 
have opportunity, for peaccable and wel. as tl 
affected patriots. | and 

Let us accompany all with fervent pray: may 
ers to God; That as he hath commanded WM this 
dur frength, ſo he would ſtrengthen that the 
which he hath wrought for us: That he mo 
would give the King his judgments, and his WY moſ 
righteouſneſs to the King's ſan; That n core 
their Majeſties the Crown may flouriſh, then 4 
enemies may be clothed with ſhame, and in t 
they blefled with long life and falvation:W tiny 


T hat 
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That they may be a nurſi ing father and a 
nurſing mother to the church, of God, and 
miniſters of God for good: That the King 
may have wiſdom as an angel of God to 
go in and out before this great people: 
That in his days the righteous may flouriſh, 
and abundance of peace: That he may ſee 
his children's children, and peace upon the 


Iſrael of God. That his miniſters may be 
underſtanding in the times, to know what 


we ought to do; 'men fearing God and 
hating covetouſneſs. That there may be a 
happy union and harmony between him and 
the great council of the nation; and ſo 
they may be healers of our breaches, and 
reſtorers of paths „„ 
And to all our fellow. ſubjects, let us be 
very careful to behave inoffenſively; as far 
as in us lies, to live peaccably with all men; 
as the ſubjects of one gracious Sovereign, 


and the profeſſors of one religion, tho we 


may differ in ſome leſſer matters; having 
this for our principal conteſt, who ſhall be 
the moſt conſcientious ſervants of God, the 
moſt loyal ſubjects of our Prince, and the 
moſt uſeful members of the Community ac- 
cording to our ſpheres. 

4. Hereupon let us encourage our ſelves 
in the Lord our God, to hope for the con- 


tinuance of our tranquillity, and the increaſe 


of 


F 8e : 

of, the veſngs of his Majeſty's reign, . | 
our jo rp the n ee of it h: 
exp 99 5 Gir ſelf in ſincere NH kſgivingl 
ply. our ſelves to practiſ e our du 
bs 'God, the Kin 15 and one another; thY 
we may truſt in God, that he will hear o 
prayers: That he who hath delivered, a : 
oth. deliver, will allo Jet: deliver, and pe 
Fed that which concerns us: That glof 
call dwelt in our land, andi a defence ſh; 
71 upon all that glory. Nos tho' ul +. 

_ religious improvement of the preſent ff 
yours: of providence ſhould not be the un 
verſal frame and temper; yet, if there ll 
A otonss numbers thus diſpoſed, ui 
y have reaſon. to hope, that. God wi 
not de part from us, but 17 us t 


= of his care and he of gep of his pal 
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